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Stage 9 – Word Families 
Set 1: Long ‘a’ sound:  

snake 
disgrace 
disgraceful 
debate 
investigate 
decorate 
decorated 
fortunate 
separate 
hurricane 
graceful 
amazed 
amazement 
operate 
appreciate 
facilitate 
regulate 



 2 

rain 
painfully 
failure 
traitor 
praiseworthy 
avail 
refrain 
entertain 
acquaint 
acquaintance 
available 
complaint 
campaign 
 



 3 

 

pray 
dismay 
dismayed 
arrayed 
payment 
delay 
displayed 
always 
 



 4 

 

lady 
incinerator 
alligator 
activator 
administrator 
applicator 
communicator 
duplicator 
educator 
generator 
violator 
 



 5 

Set 2: Long ‘2’ sound:  

 
tree 
agree 
agreeable 
absentee 
referee 
volunteer 
freedom 
cheerful 
engineer 
mountaineer 
canteen 
committee 
pioneer 
guarantee 
exceed 
degree 
employee 



 6 

sea 
meanwhile 
increased 
ideal 
measles 
appeal 
retreat 
treaty 
decrease 
conceal 
cease 
peaceful 
feature 
revealed 
dreary 
reasonable 
 



 7 

 
key 
storey 
journey 
 
pony 
usually 
tertiary 
exactly 
poultry 
fantasy 
nursery 
gradually 
fortunately 
apparently 
ordinary 
thoroughly 
securely 



 8 

extremely 
industry 
completely 
quantity 
battery 
finally 
boundary 
secondary 
property 
laundry 
guilty 
 



 9 

Set 3: Long ‘i’ sound:  

 
five 
inscribe 
describe 
provided 
advise 
advice 
desire 
organize 
apologize 
specialize 
siren 
magnetize 
mobile 
required 
sterilize 
fertilize 
missile 



 10 

fly 
magnify 
clarify 
beautify 
electrify 
modify 
 
Set 4: Long ‘o’ sound:  

nose 
compose 
composer 
telescope 
purpose 
telephone 
Europe 
tomatoes 
innocent 
microphone 



 11 

 
snow 
bungalow 
minnow 
furrow 
mellow 
sideshow 
overgrowth 

 
Set 5: Long ‘u’ sound:  

 
cube 
measure 
moisture 
furniture 
molecule 
fortune 
misfortune 



 12 

injured 
temperature 
conclude 
puncture 
refuse 
departure 
securely 
introduce 
future 
globule 
 



 13 

 

spoon 
igloo 
cuckoo 
oozing 
loosening 
trooper 
moose 
groove 
schooner 
schooling 
 



 14 

Set 7: ‘ar’ in ‘car’:  

 
car 
standard 
remarkable 
circular 
vinegar 
separate 
marvelous 
apartment 
submarine 
solar 
carnival 
guard 
similar 
familiar 
bargain 
 



 15 

Set 8: ‘eer’ in ‘deer’:  

 
deer 
veneer 
auctioneer 
orienteer 
charioteer 
 



 16 

Set 9: ‘er’ in ‘fern’:  

fern 
nerves 
nervous 
perfect 
modern 
northern 
shepherd 
several 
properly 
camera 
butcher 
whether 
miserable 
alter 
dessert 
observe 
deserve 



 17 

church 
furniture 
excursion 
surgery 
surgeon 
urgent 
absurd 
pursue 
purpose 
purchase 
surround 
 
 



 18 

Set 10: ‘oi’ in ‘coin’:  

 
coin 
adjoin 
android 
exploit 
thyroid 
recoil 
boisterous 
 



 19 

Set 12: ‘or’ in ‘fork’:  

fork 
enormous 
porpoise 
restore 
major 
author 
uniform 
order 
organize 
dormitory 
importance 
portion 
comfortable 
according 
orphanage 
forgive 
explore 



 20 

Set 13: ‘ou’ in ‘house’:  

 

house 
boundary 
boundaries 
pronounce 
foundation 
arouse 
foundry 
announce 
announcement 
encounter 
flounder 
 


