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            Wai of Ono, Fiji  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Fijian men were traveling on a trading ship to Lakemba, on a trade route between 
Tonga and Fiji. One was Wai, a messenger for his people on the little island of Ono, about 50 
miles south of Suva. The other was Takai who had worked on a number of trade vessels 
traveling between the island groups. 
 
“I’m tired of all the fighting and drunken behaviour amongst the people on my island,” said 
Wai. His heart was heavy because of the sorry state his community was in. There is so much 
sickness and unhappiness. I wish I could find a way to improve our life together.” 
 
“Yes, I know what you mean,” replied Takai.  “As I’ve traveled around on the trade vessels 
I’ve seen some very unhappy communities. I’m sorry to say that these traders make it worse 
by bringing in the drink to sell to the people. It makes the fighting so much worse when they 
get drunk.” 
 
Takai sat silently with Wai for a few moments, then he said thoughtfully, “But I’ve seen 
some places where the village people were all at peace with each other. I went to Tonga a 
while ago when the Christian missionaries were teaching the people about their God. The 
people were so changed when they believed in the Creator God and His Son, Jesus. They 
stopped fighting with each other. They didn’t want to buy the drink to get drunk on. When I 
saw that, I thought it was the best way to stop the wars in my island. One day I’ll find a 
teacher to go to my island to teach us about the Christian way of living. That’s what I want 
for my people too,” Wai declared. “I’m going to find out all I can about this Christian way 
and get someone to teach my people about it.” 
 
Wai returned to his island determined to try and follow the Christian way. All he knew about 
it was what he had heard from Takai. 

Biography 



4 
 

“The Christians meet together to worship their God every seventh day, and they do no other 
work on that day,” was the one thing Wai remembered. He called together the chiefs of Ono 
and told them what he knew of the Tongan Christians. 
 
“The best thing about it is that they don’t fight amongst themselves any more. The people in 
the villages are happier and healthier. They don’t buy the liquor from the trading ships any 
more, so they don’t get drunk. Surely this is what we need for our people.” 
 
The council of chiefs talked together about this for a time before they spoke again to Wai. 
“We’ve had enough of war. We’re tired of fighting and drunken behaviour. We want to 
serve a god who will look after us. We want to live the Christian way and be at peace with 
each other,” they said. “But, tell us, Wai, how do we do it? We need a teacher.” 
 
“The Tongan Christians worship every seventh day. On that day they don’t do any work,” 
Wai replied. 
“Very well, then,” said the chiefs. “We’ll start to worship God every seventh day.” 
 
On the agreed day they came together to worship. But no-one there knew the Christian 
God. Nobody knew how to worship. So Wai went to see the pagan priest who worshipped 
the local heathen gods. 
 
“Would you come along to our worship meeting,” he asked. “We want to worship the 
Christian God, Jehovah. We want you to pray to Him for us.” 
 
Here was a pagan priest with a group of people who didn’t know God, but wanted to, 
praying to an unknown God. This is what he prayed: 
“O Lord, Jehovah, these people want to worship you. I’m not speaking for myself. I want to 
serve other gods. But please look after them and bless them.” 
 
Could God answer such a prayer? Certainly He did, in a remarkable way. About that time there 
was a deep-sea canoe sailing out at sea between Tonga and Fiji. A severe storm struck the 
canoe and the men on board feared for their lives. Amongst those on board there was a small 
group of Tongan Christians.  
 
“Help us, Lord! Save us from this storm!” they cried out to God. 
They were tossed about in the raging sea for some time, until through a break in the rain, they 
sighted a small island. 
“Let’s make for that island and find shelter till the storm passes,” suggested one of the men. 
They all agreed and set the canoe to skull in to land before the rising wind. They were soon 
pulling the canoe up on to the sand away from the heavy seas. 
 
The people on this island offered them shelter and food until the storm had passed. They 
stayed on the island for a time while they repaired the damage to the canoe. They told the 
travelers about the people on the island of Ono, not very far away. 
 
“Wai, their messenger, heard about Jehovah God of the Christians in Tonga. Wai wants his 
people to serve this God too, because He brings peace to the people. All they know is to 
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worship Him every seventh day. But they want someone to come and tell them all about Him. 
They really want to know this God for themselves.” 
 
The Tongan Christians from the canoe were very interested to hear about the people on Ono. 
One member of the group thought and prayed about them when he was alone that night.  
 
“Josaia, I want you to go to Ono where Wai lives and tell those people about me. They really 
want to know me so I’m telling you to go to them.” 
  
It was as though he heard an audible voice directing him, but he knew it was the voice of God. 
He thought of the story in the Bible about Ananias whom God sent to meet Saul, who became 
Paul. 
“Yes, Lord,” responded Josaia, “I’ll go.” And he went across in the canoe to teach these people 
who were hungering to know the Christian God. 
This story happened before there were any white Christian missionaries in Fiji, but it 
demonstrates how God works in the hearts of people who really want to know Him. 
 
 
Adapted from: Deep Sea Canoe, Alan R. Tippett, William Carey Library, Pasadena, California   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Time and Work 1 
God’s work 
 
Read the creation story in Genesis 1 and 2:1-2. 
 
1. For how many days did God work?  
 
2. Make a list of the six days and what God did on each day. 
 
3. How do we know that God was pleased with His work? (Genesis 1:31) 
 
4. What did God do on the seventh day? 
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Time and Work 2 
Working and resting 
 
1. How many hours do you usually sleep each night? 
 
2. Select 5 people and ask them how much sleep they have each night. Make a 
graph to show how much each person sleeps. 
 
3. Why might some people need more sleep than others? (Hint: think about age.) 
 
4. Is there is a difference between sleep and rest? 
Write a definition of each: 

• Sleep 

• Rest 
 
5. Why do we need to rest? 
 
6. What would be the problem with staying up until midnight every night? 
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Time and Work 3 
Working with others 
 
Some work is done on your own. Some work is done with the help with other people. 
 
1. Make a list of work activities that can be done on your own. 
 
2. Make a list of work activities for which you require a helper. 
 
3. List some tasks that require a group of people working together: 

• in your classroom 

• at home 

• in a community service.  
 
4. Working together well is called co-operation. 
Give an example of a task for each of the following that would need co-operation: 
 

• The Classroom 

• The home 

• The Community 
 
5. Read Genesis 2:20. Why did God create the first woman? 
 
6. How did He do this? 
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Time and Work 4 
People in the Bible who co-operated with each other 
  
Read Exodus 2:1-10 
1. Who co-operated with who?  
2. Why was co-operation important? 
 
Read Nehemiah 3 
1. What were the Jewish people building? 
2. What parts of the building in particular needed to be repaired? 
Read Nehemiah 4:6.  
3. Which word tells us that the people had a good attitude to work? 
 
Building a House 
4. Make a list of the different tradesmen who help in the building of a house. 
 
Co-operating together: Building God’s House 
Read Exodus 35:21-29 
5. What is being built here? 
6. The people brought their best gifts to God. They were gifts they had made 
themselves. List five things that the people brought to God’s house. 
7. Who was in charge of the project? 
8. List three occupations mentioned in Exodus 35:35? 
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Time and Work 5 
Working to find the best way 
 
Try to think of a time when you needed to alter your first ideas or plans so that the 
finished result could be more effective. 
 
This is what Gideon had to do.  
Read Judges 7. 
1. Gideon was the leader of the army in battle but God was not happy about his 
plans. Why? Read verses 5-6 to find out. 
 
2. God knew that there was a better way. How did God make changes to Gideon’s 
plan? 
 
3. How many men were enlisted at the beginning? 
 
4. How many left because of fear? 
 
5. How many left because they lapped like dogs and were not keeping a watch for 
the enemy? 
 
6. How many left in his army now? 
 
7. Write a mathematical equation to tell this event in numbers. 
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Time and Work 6 
Everyone has talents 
 
Everyone has a talent of some kind! 
What is the meaning of the word ‘talent’? 
 
1. List some talents that your parents have. 
2. Describe some of the talents that you have. 
 
Some people have musical talents 
3. Read 1 Samuel 16:23. What instrument could this boy play well? 
4. What sort of instrument is this and what does it sound like? 
 
5. Where do our talents come from? Find your answer in James 1:17. 
 
6. How can you use your talents at school? 
 
7. Do you think your talent will help you choose an occupation when you leave 
school? 
8. What occupation would you like to follow? 
 
9. How could you use your talents in this work? 
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Time and Work 7 
Occupations in the Bible 
 
Find out the occupations of people mentioned in these verses: 
 
1. Acts 10:6 Simon was a ___________________ 
2. Acts 10:1 Cornelius was a ________________ 
3. Acts 16:14 Lydia was a __________________ 
4. Acts 18 Paul was a _____________________ 
5. Mark 1:16 Simon and Andrew were ________ 
6. Matthew 13:55 Joseph was a _____________ 
7. Luke 19:2 Zacchaeus was a ______________ 
 
8. Which of these occupations are still practiced today? 
 
9. Which of these occupations have changed in the way that they are carried out? 
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Time and Work 8 
Time 
 
1. Read Luke 15:11-32. How did the son waste time? 
 
2. How could it have been avoided? 
 
3. List some ways in which people today waste time. 
 
4. Make a chart for yourself showing every hour of one day. Mark against each hour 
how you would usually spend that time. 
 
5. How could you improve on your use of time? 
 
6. Take a survey of five people including yourself. For each person, find out the 
average number of hours spent in a day sleeping, eating, watching TV or screen 
activities, physical activity, studying, traveling, helping at home, spending time with 
God.  
 
7. On which activity do you spend the most time? 
8. On which activity is the least time spent? 
 
9. The Bible tells us about time and work. 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.  What is this passage telling us? 
 
God works in us. 
10. Read Philippians 1:6. What is the good work begun in the hearts of Christians? 
11. How does God continue working in us? 
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Time and Work 9 
Honesty in work 
 
Read Proverbs 20:23 
In early times, produce was sold by weight. Explain what is this verse saying about 
the scales used for weighing? 
 
How could people in these occupations act with a) dishonesty  b) honesty: 
 

1. People who make things 

2. People who sell things 

3. People who are paid according to their time 

4. People who fix things 
 
Punctuality in work 
5. What does punctuality mean? 
6. Why is it important to be punctual in a job? 
7. What should you do if you have an emergency and you are going to be late? 
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Time and Work 10 
Perseverance in work 
 
1. What does perseverance mean? 
 
2. If you are finding a job hard to do, you could: 
Give up altogether 

• Ask someone help you 

• Do the job in smaller bites 
Choose the best options and explain how this will help you to get through the job. 
 
3. Choose one of these jobs and explain why they require perseverance: 

• Weeding a garden full of weeds 

• Building a road 

• Completing a school project 

• Washing clothes without a washing machine 
 
4. What would happen if you gave up half way through and left the job undone? 
 
Initiative in work 
5. What does initiative mean? 
6. How could you take initiative if: 
a) The classroom is messy with papers and your teacher has just gone out of the 
class because she is feeling sick. 
 
b) Mum is cooking dinner and little sister is crying. 
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Time and Work 11 
Diligence in work 
 
1. What is the meaning of diligence? 
 
2. What could happen in these jobs if the worker was not diligent? 
a) A surgeon 
b) A pilot 
c) A bus driver 
d0 A bank worker 
 
 
Humility in work 
3. What is the meaning of humility? 
4. Explain how the staff should have acted in this situation: 
 
The cleaner at a company cannot come to work today because she is sick. The 
rubbish is piling up but the staff members won’t do anything about it because they 
say that it is not their job to put out the rubbish. 
 
What should the staff have done? Why? 
 
5. What does Jesus say about being prepared to do the humble jobs? (Matthew 
20:26) 
 
6. What do you think Jesus means when He asks everyone to be a servant? 
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Time and Work 12 
Creativity in work 
 
Christians have the opportunity of producing excellent work, because they 
understand that all their gifts are from God, and that God can use them. 
 
We can ask God for wisdom in our work and also for new ideas. God is the creator of 
all knowledge. He is “all-knowing”. 
As His children, we can ask Him for the best ways to do things in our work. He can 
help us solve problems and invent new things. 
 
1. Here are some jobs that require problem solving. Explain the problems that might 
need to be solved: 
 
a) Medical science 
b) Aeroplane engineering 
 
 
2. Here are some jobs that require creativity. Explain why. 
a) Industrial design 
b) Graphic design 
c) Film or music production 
 
Flexibility in work 
3. A creative person must be flexible. What does this mean?  4. Why is flexibility 
important if we want to come up with new and better ideas? 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


