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      The Incredible Journey 
                                    By Sheila Burnford © 1960 

                                    Part 1  

  

This is the story of three animals who ‘boarded-out’, and 

travelled home together 250 miles across the wildest part 

of Canada. It tells how Luath, a young golden Labrador, 

Tao, a Siamese cat and Bodger, an old bull terrier, set off to 

trek through the wilderness on their soft domestic paws. 

All three were very much a part of the author’s household 

in Canada, and it was their remarkable behaviour and 

understanding of each other that inspired her to write this 

book. The journey on which she has sent them is 

imaginary, but out of a multitude of real incidents, Sheila 

Burnford has created a literary masterpiece full of 

suspense and disbelief. 
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Chapter 1 

The journey took place in the north western part of Canada. 

The area is vast, with forests, rushing rivers and lakes. There 

are lonely farms and small towns where people earn their 

living by trapping animals for fur, or cutting down trees for the 

timber or paper industries. The land is a rich source of 

minerals an some earn their living from mining. 

For the wild animals that live there - moose, deer, black bears, 

lynx, fox beaver, muskrat and otter – their life is peaceful. 

There are also wild ducks, Canadian geese, speckled trout and 

other fresh water fish. 

Almost half the year the country is covered with snow and for 

weeks at a time the temperature may stay many degrees 

below zero. There is a short burst of Spring. Then comes 

Summer when everything grows wildly. Then comes the 

autumn, which Canadians call ‘Fall’ because this is the time 

when the leaves of the trees turn beautiful colours and finally 

fall off the trees before the winter. This is a beautiful time of 

year when the sky is clear blue, the temperature is warm and 

the leaves of the trees put on the rich colours of red, orange, 

yellow and brown. This is the season when the three travellers 

in our story – two dogs and a cat – set out on their journey. 

A man called John Longridge, a writer of historical books, often 

went on trips to collect information for his books. When he 

was away, his house was cared for by a middle -aged couples, 

Mrs. Oakes and her husband Bert, who lived not far away. 

They would come and stay and look after John’s three pets – a 

Siamese cat, and two dogs. One was an old English bull-terrier, 

and the other, a large Golden Labrador. 

The night before John was to leave on one of his trips, he 

phoned Mrs. Oakes to let her know that he would be leaving 

at 7 am the next morning. Mrs. Oakes explained that she had 

to meet her niece who was coming on the bus in the morning, 

and couldn’t be there until 9 am. John said that would be OK. 

“I’ll let the dogs out first thing for their run,” he said. 

The three pets did not actually belong to John. He was looking 

after them for the Hunter family, who had gone overseas eight 

months ago. Mr. Hunter had taken on a job as a university 

lecturer in England for one year. John had agreed to look after 

the pets while they were away. The Labrador was a favourite 

of Mr. Hunter, who took the dog with him when duck hunting. 

The old bull terrier was the special pet of 11 year-old Peter, 

and the cat belonged to 9 year-old Elizabeth. The dogs missed 

the children very much, and the young dog in particular never 

relaxed, always on the lookout for the return of his family. But 

for now, John and the three pets slept peacefully. 
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Chapter 2 

The next morning, John dressed quickly. He watched the early 

morning sun break through and thought that it would be a 

perfect day. Downstairs he found the animals by the door, 

waiting patiently for their early morning run. He let them out 

then cooked his breakfast. He was out in the driveway loading 

up his car when the dogs and cat returned from the fields. He 

fed them and finished packing the car.  

“Be good,” he told them. “Mrs. Oakes will be here soon!” He 

had no worries with leaving the animals outside on their own 

because they had never strayed before. John drove off. 

Twenty minutes passed and none of the animals moved from 

their positions. Then suddenly the young dog rose and 

stretched himself and stood, looking down the driveway. He 

walked to the curve in the road then looked back, as if inviting 

the others to come. The cat and the old dog followed. All three 

trotted down the road together briskly, as if with a purpose.  
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