Are aliens real?

by Dr. Jason Lisle, Creation.com 2020

Are aliens real? The question of life on other planets is a hot topic in our culture today.
Science fiction movies and television shows often depict strange creatures from far-away
planets. But these ideas are not limited merely to science fiction programming. Many
secular scientists believe that one day we will actually discover life on other planets. There
are even projects like the Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI) that scan the
heavens with powerful radio telescopes listening for signals from intelligent aliens. Many
Christians have bought into the idea of extraterrestrial alien life. But is this idea really
biblical? The Christian should constantly examine ideas in light of Scripture and take “every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).

The idea of "extraterrestrial life" stems largely from a belief in evolution. In the evolutionary
view, the earth is “just another planet”—one where the conditions just happened to be
right for life to form and evolve. Evolutionists think that if there are countless billions of
other planets in our galaxy, then surely at least a handful of these worlds have also had the
right conditions.

However, the idea of alien life is not compatible with Scripture. The earth is unique. God
designed the earth for life (Isaiah 45:18). The other planets have an entirely different
purpose than does the earth, and thus, they are designed differently. In Genesis 1 we read
that God created plants on the earth on Day 3, birds to fly in the atmosphere and marine life
to swim in the ocean on Day 5, and animals to inhabit the land on Day 6. Human beings
were also made on Day 6 and were given dominion over the animals. The lights that God
created on Day 4 were not designed to accommodate life. God gave care of the earth to
man, but the heavens are the Lord’s (Psalm 115:16). From a biblical perspective,
extraterrestrial life does not seem reasonable.

Problems are multiplied when we consider the possibility of intelligent alien life. Science
fiction programming abounds with races of people who evolved on other worlds.

The Redemption of Mankind

Intelligent alien beings cannot be redeemed. God’s plan of redemption is for human beings:
those descended from Adam. Let us examine the conflict between the salvation message
and the notion of alien life.

The Bible teaches that the first man, Adam, rebelled against God (Genesis 3). As a result, sin
and death entered the world (Romans 5:12). We are all descended from Adam and Eve
(Genesis 3:20) and have inherited from them a sin nature (Romans 6:6, 20). This is a
problem: sin is a barrier that prevents man from being right with God (Isaiah 59:2). But God
loves us despite our sin and provided a plan of redemption—a way to be reconciled with
God.

After Adam and Eve sinned, God made coats of skins to cover them (Genesis 3:21). He
therefore had to kill at least one animal. This literal action is symbolic of our salvation; an
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innocent Lamb (Christ—the Lamb of God) would be sacrificed to provide a covering for sin
(John 1:29). In the Old Testament, people would sacrifice animals to the Lord as a reminder
of their sin (Hebrews 10:3) and as a symbol of the One to come, the Lord Jesus, who would
actually pay the penalty for sin.

The animal sacrifices did not actually pay the penalty for sin (Hebrews 10:4, 11). Animals are
not related to us; their shed blood cannot count for ours. But the blood of Christ can. Christ

is a blood relative of ours since He is descended from Adam as we are; all human beings are
of “one blood”

(Acts 17:26). Furthermore, since Christ is also God, His life is of infinite value, and thus, His
death can pay for all the sins of all people. That is why only the Lord Himself could be our
Savior (Isaiah 45:21). Therefore, Christ died once for all (Hebrews 10:10).

The Redemption of Aliens?

When we consider how the salvation plan might apply to any hypothetical extraterrestrial
(but otherwise human-like) beings, we are presented with a problem. If there were
extraterrestrials out there, how would they be saved? They are not blood relatives of Jesus,
and so Christ’s shed blood cannot pay for their sin. One might at first suppose that Christ
also visited their world, lived there, and died there as well, but this is antibiblical. Christ died
once for all (1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 9:27-28, Hebrews 10:10). Jesus is now and forever both
God and man; but He is not an alien.

Where Is Everybody?

So far, no one has discovered life on other planets or detected any radio signals from
intelligent aliens. This is certainly what a biblical creationist would expect. Secular
astronomers continue to search for life on other worlds, but they have found only rocks and
inanimate matter. Their radio searches are met with silence. The real world is the biblical
world—a universe designed by God with the earth at the spiritual focal point, not an
evolutionary universe teeming with life.

What about UFOs?

A UFO (unidentified flying object) is just that—an object seen in the sky that is unidentified
to the person seeing it.

There is no doubt that some people sincerely have seen things in the sky that they do not
understand. This is hardly surprising since there are lots of things “up there,” which can be
misunderstood by people not familiar with them. These include Venus, satellites, the
international space station, the space shuttle, rockets, Iridium flares, manmade aircraft,
internal reflections, meteors, balloons, fireflies, aurorae, birds, ball lightning, lenticular
clouds, etc. However, a person unfamiliar with these would see a UFO, since the object is
“unidentified” to him or her. It is how people interpret what they see that can be
guestionable. UFOs are not alien spacecraft, and of course, there is no tangible evidence to
support such a notion.
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In a way, a belief in extraterrestrial life has become a secular replacement for God. God is
the one who can heal every disease. God is the one in whom all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge are deposited (Colossians 2:3). God is the one who can answer the
fundamental questions of our existence. God alone possesses the gift of eternal life (John
17:3)

Exchanging the truth of God, such as creation, for a lie, such as evolution, and turning to a
mere creature such as hypothetical aliens for answers is strikingly similar to what is
recorded in Romans 1:25.

But when we start from the Bible, the evidence makes sense. The universe is consistent with
the biblical teaching that the earth is a special creation. The magnificent beauty and size of a
universe, which is apparently devoid of life except for one little world where life abounds, is
exactly what we would expect from a biblical worldview. The truth is not “out there;” the
truth is in there—in the Bible! The Lord Jesus is the truth (John 14:6). So, when we base our
thinking on what God has said in His Word, we find that the universe makes sense.

Alien Abductions: Freaky or Fiction?

by Dr. Danny R. Faulkner, Creation.com, 2020

If there are no extraterrestrial aliens, then there can be no flying saucers piloted by them. So
how do we explain all of those sightings of UFOs? Most can be explained by
misidentification of other objects, such as bright stars and planets, aircraft, and weather
balloons, to name just a few. A few sightings remain unexplained, but that does not mean
that they necessarily are flying saucers—they just haven’t been identified.

However, some people have reported more than just sightings of flying saucers, but have
gone further to say that they have had direct interaction with aliens. Some of these reports
merely are communication with aliens, while others involve being taken aboard spaceships.
Some of these stories include traveling great distances aboard spacecraft. Much more
disturbing, some people claim that while aboard spacecraft, aliens carried out bizarre
investigations of their bodies. We cannot attribute these sorts of claims to
misidentifications, so what are we to make of many of these claims of alien abductions?

It is probable that at least some people who claim to have been abducted by aliens simply
have concocted their stories. Possible motives for such fabrications vary, but could include
profit or desire to be important. Other stories of alien abduction may have been the result
of vivid dreams. Some people may truly believe that they have been abducted by aliens, but
they may have merely suffered some sort of delusion. Let us briefly consider a few cases.

There are report from people who almost certainly lied, but also from individuals who
appeared to be sincere in their beliefs about what happened to them., Would that mean
that at least a few alien abduction stories are genuine, thus proving that ETs exist? No, for
there remains at least one other possibility.
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Spiritual Connection to Claims About Alien Abductions

Many people report meeting a god-like creature or creatures during their abductions. Often
these beings communicate universal-sounding messages or warn of impending nuclear or
ecological disaster if mankind does not change his way. This amounts to a very hip, human-
centered religious message.

Another common element is that most people who have claimed these close encounters
with aliens profess spirituality, with a belief in God. Many people reporting alien abductions
also report indulging in the occult and new age practices. Conspicuously absent from those
reporting alien abductions are those who are truly born-again followers of Christ.

If those who report alien abductions are sincere and truthful in relaying experiences that
they firmly believe occurred, then we are left with the conclusion that there is a spiritual
component, and that this spirituality is contrary to the Bible.

This is just one front in a spiritual war to divert people away from the truth of Scripture. The
Bible tells us that Adam’s race is the only race in the Universe that is of importance to God.
There are no ETs to fly spaceships to earth. But if one believes in evolution, one must accept
the likelihood that life, even intelligent life, has evolved many times on other worlds. Thus, if
life exists elsewhere, then that would argue against the Bible and hence the God of the
Bible. So a very effective tool in undermining the authority of the Bible and the gospel

would be to convince as many people as possible that life exists elsewhere. What better way
is there to do that than with flying saucers and “alien” visitations?

Questions

1. How does the Creation account in Genesis 1 show us that human beings are God’s
special creation?

2. How does the idea of aliens conflict with the biblical message of Salvation?

What evidence is there so far for life on other planets?

Do you think that the money spent on researching life on other planets is justified?

Give reason for your answer.

How would a belief in evolution make it easy for people to also believe in aliens?

Read Romans 1:25 and explain this in the light of a belief in extraterrestrial life.

What two reasons does the first author give for sightings of UFOs?

What third reason does the second author give as a reason for UFO sightings?

What two forms of spiritual beings mentioned in the Bible, according to 2 Cor. 11:14

and Rev 12:7 -9?

10. Why would Satan want to deceive people into believing in extra terrestrial life?
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