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Hudson Taylor 
 
Hudson Taylor was born in England in 1832. His parents knew and loved God, and at 
the age of 12 Hudson decided that he would one day become a missionary in China. 
However in his teenage years he turned away from the Christian life. One day he 
picked up a Christian story. He decided to read it, and was suddenly overcome by the 
need to ask Jesus for forgiveness, and once again became His follower. 
 
When he was 17 years old, Hudson heard a clear voice from God, saying, "Go to 
China." He went to see a minister about it. The minister told him that going to China 
would be a very foolish thing to do. 
"There are so few missionary societies working there, and the climate is unbearable!" 
he said. 
 
However Hudson did not give up. He read all the books he could find about China, 
and even tried to teach himself the Chinese language. After writing to several 
missionary societies, he finally received an answer from one. It was the Chinese 
Evangelization Society. They arranged to pay for his training as a doctor at a London 
hospital.  
 
At the age of 21, he boarded a sailing ship bound for China. It was a dangerous 
journey, around the Cape and through the East Indies. At one point they were almost 
shipwrecked. After 23 weeks the ship finally arrived in Shanghai. In those days Hudson 
was the only missionary in Shanghai and he was often homesick. He missed his family 
and friends in England. He also missed the food that he was so used to. The Lord sent 
to him a Chinese Christian to help him in his medical work. His helper had a long 
pigtail, almost reaching the ground. 
 
Hudson travelled as much as he could, not only to give medical help, but also to preach 
the Gospel. Hudson had no trouble in attracting a crowd. People were very curious. In 
fact the listeners did not take their eyes off him. Then one day he was asked, "What 
can be the meaning of those buttons in the middle of the honourable back?"    
 
Hudson realized how amusing his 19th century English costume was to the Chinese. 
In fact they probably paid more attention to his clothes than the words he preached! 
Hudson realized that before the Chinese could really understand the Good News, he 
must become like them. He must show them that he was not someone so unusual, but 
an ordinary person, just like themselves. Hudson threw away his English clothes and 
chose Chinese dress. He even grew a pigtail. 
 
In 1858, Hudson married Maria. Together they worked to bring the Good News to the 
Chinese people. Life was difficult as they battled against hardship and disease. The 
summers were extremely hot and their health suffered. Two of their children died from 
disease, and then one day, Maria died also. Hudson did not stop trusting in God. He 
continued to serve God through difficult circumstances knowing one thing… that God 
had called him to preach the Good News to those who had never heard. Through his 
work, Hudson opened the way for other missionaries to come to China. Hudson Taylor 
started one of the most successful missions to China. It was known as the China Inland 
Mission. 
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Hudson Taylor Activities 
 

1. Put these in the right order: 
a) Hudson turned away from God 
b) Hudson came back to God after reading a book 
c) At the age of 12 Hudson decided to become a missionary. 
 

2. Why did the minister think that going to China was foolish? 

3. How did Hudson train and prepare for being a missionary? 

4. Use an atlas and trace with your finger, the route that Hudson took to China. 

5. What were some of the things Hudson missed about home? 

6. Who did the Lord send to help Hudson? 

7. Why did Hudson change his way of dressing? 

8. What sad events did Hudson experience? 

9. How do you think Husdon kept on going, even when sad things happened? 

10. Hudson's work was only the beginning of a much larger work. What was it? 

11. Find out about a missionary who has gone to another part of the world to preach 
the Gospel. 

 


