Fellowship of the burning heart
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In Jeremiah 20:9 we read these words, “His word burns in my heart like a fire”. That
is the person who has really been with God. We should seek out those who have a
deep and abiding walk with God. Learn from them and soak up what Jesus is doing in
and through their lives.

Back in 1947 Dr. Henrietta Mears formed a group of dedicated disciples of Christ
known as the “Fellowship of the Burning Heart”. Mears was a famous Bible teacher,
and Christian educationalist. She established one of the largest Sunday Schools in the
world and founded a Christian publishing company. She was radically committed to
knowing Christ and making him known.

Here is how one description of this goes: “Henrietta Mears was completely sold out
to what she called ‘the Cause of Christ.” By ‘the Cause of Christ’ she meant winning
the world to Christ and establishing Christianity as the guiding force in society
through evangelization of the world. Mears established the Fellowship of the
Burning Heart, wherein she encouraged her students to be willing to die for ‘the
Cause of Christ.” She laid her hands on them to receive her mantle. Thus, they
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received within themselves a ‘burning heart’.

Some of the others in this group went on to become household names in evangelical
circles. These included Bill Bright, who established Campus Crusade for Christ;
Richard C. Halverson, Senate Chaplain; J. Edwin Orr, historian of revival; and world-
renowned evangelist, Billy Graham.

Another one who spoke about this often was A.W. Tozer. In one of his writings he
said this: “l am looking for the fellowship of the burning heart. | claim the Methodist
and the Baptist as mine and | claim everybody that loves Jesus Christ as mine; but |
am looking for the fellowship of the burning heart. Men and women of all
generations and everywhere that love the savior until ‘adoration” has become the
new word and they do not have to be entertained or amused. This Christ was
everything. He was their all in all... | am looking for men and women who are lost in
worship, those who love God until he is the sweetheart of the soul.”

| am with Tozer here; | long to be with people who have been with Jesus. | don’t
want to settle for the ordinary, for the usual, or for the commonplace. | want always
to be challenged and inspired by those who know Jesus above all else.

Every single person who claims Christ as Lord and King should strive to become what
we read concerning Peter and John: “When they saw the courage of Peter and John
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and
they took note that these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).

| want so very much to be part of the Fellowship of the Burning Heart. Do you?
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